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Release #15-68 


February 8, 1968 

CAPTURED TRAINING DOCUMENT STATES VIET CONG CURRENT 'FIGHTING 

OBJECTIVES' 

Sever?. 1 months of intensive political indoctrination of their troops and 
followers preceded the coordinated attacks on South Vietnamese cities which the 
Viet c one launched during the Lunar How Year. 
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One o i the briefing papers used in tills training was a secret document dated 
September 1, 1D67. defining "the new situation and mission" facing the Viet Con 
as they prepared for what they call their '.Vinter -Spring offensive. 

rr he document w as captured in Tay Ninh Province last November 25 and is 
released today. It was intended for study by low- level VC cadres and members 
o' the People's Revolutionary Party. 

"A perfect opportunity exists lor us to push forward our attacks against the 
enemy in all fields and take advantage of the victories so that the South 
Vietnamese revolution can make a new great leap forward, " the VC forces were 
told. 

This assessment of the situation was based on the same thesis which North 
Vietnamese General Vo Nguyen Giap developed at length in a significant article 




published in Hanoi last September 1 A -16. According to this thesis, great 
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victories we re posc'o-.e 11 in a relatlv / shurt period of time" because the 

: : .. . » * • 

Government of Viet Mam and its A Ilk;-; had boaqed down in «\ condition of 
''stalemate 11 and "defeatism. " 

In the training document, concentrating effort to force U, S. troops to 
withdraw from Viet Nam and leading the nation to socialism through 
establishment of a'regime under the National Liberation Front were termed the 
"immediate fighting objectives" of the Viet Cong. 

In pursuit o r these objectives through increased military and political strugg 
the mission would bo to: 1) destroy a large part of the U. S. combat forces; 

?.) wreck the Army of Viet Nam to such an extent that it could no longer defend 
the national government; and 3) touch off popular uprisings in cities and the 
countryside to abet "seizure of state power for the people. " 

Calling for strikes against the enemy "regularly and everywhere, " the stun, 
do- ument also said: 

"Vhe most important thing in the art of leading a revolutionary movement 
"onsists of making timely decisions to attack when the enemy finds himself in a 
stalemate and to strike decisively so that the revolution can achieve a great leap 
forward. Our Party has shown itself to be a master of this art. . . . 

"We can say that the victories achieved in late 1967 and to be achieved in the 
^oming year of 1963 will mark an important historical period for us. In this 
historical period, ‘if our entire army and population fully understand the situation 
and surge forward to fight without any fear of hardship or sacrifice, then we will 
' reate a shift in the balance of power between us and the enemy which will cause 
the U. S. aggressive war to go bankrupt and come to an end. From that situation, 
ive * an proceed toward realizing our immediate objectives e. , U. S. with- 
drawal and formation of an MLF-doni mated regime/ and secure a complete 

vi tory. " . 

Viet Cong troops indoctrinated in ideas such as these went on to the Lunar 
New Year operations which have now led them to heavy losses. 
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